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The Brockhurst U11 A Invasion of Scotland
May 1st 2009.  The tour started on a cold Friday morning at 4 am.  We managed to squeeze all of our bags and bodies into the bus and travelled to Heathrow.  We were flying British Midlands Airlines and were welcomed in the plane by the captain, and even given a special tour of the cockpit when we landed at Edinburgh, thanks to Henry Cathcart’s dad who flies for BMI and called in a favour with our pilot.
We went straight to the Merchiston Castle Junior School, called Pringle House, where we would be hosted for the three days.  We met Mr. Osborne, the head of sports and JRB, a man who went to school at Merchiston, and has then taught there for over 50 years!  JRB took us around the school and told us all of the interesting little stories that he knew – it was a great way to learn about the school.

We had a net session, and then headed into town for a sight seeing tour led by Mr. Raeburn-Ward.  We saw all the important parts of old Edinburgh: Princes Street, the Castle, the National Art Gallery and the Whiskey Museum!  When we returned, we had a barbecue in what the Merchiston boys call the Secret Garden.  We met our host parents and spent the evening showing the Scots how to play football.  Some of us were hosted, while the rest stayed in the Boarding School.

Our first match on Saturday was against Edinburgh Academy, a large day school.  We won the toss and elected to bat on a small pitch.  Fred Lennox hit a superb 53 not out, as we went on to make 146 for 3 in 20 overs.  We then bowled really well to limit them to 74 for 8 with Henry Cathcart getting 3 wickets for 4 runs.  Fred was the obvious man of the match.  When we got home we were pretty tired, so we spent the rest of the evening relaxing at the school and watching cricket on the Merchiston grounds.

The next day we played Pringle House on a really great field that had three trees in the oval!  We went in to field first, hoping to carry on the good performance in the field from the day before.  Unfortunately we struggled, giving away boundaries, bowling poorly and fielding badly.  Jonah Rossiter and James Matthewman bowled really well, as did Fred Lennox.  In 25 overs Merchiston managed to smash 157 runs.  In reply we struggled to build any partnerships and gave away our wickets cheaply to be all out for 84.  Toby Watkins was named man of the match for his super 36 run knock.
That afternoon we went to watch rugby at Murray Field which is the home of Scottish Rugby.  We then had a 40 minute hike back to the school before we were taken to the airport to fly home. We were really well taken care of by the Merchiston boys and staff, and made a lot of friends on the trip.  We had a really successful tour with every boy getting an opportunity to contribute.
On behalf of the team, I would like to thank Mr. Stewart, our coach, for all the work he put in before the tour.  And a special thank you to Mr. Raeburn-Ward, who organised the tour and served as tour guide and manager for the whole trip.  This was the first sport tour for all of us, and we all really enjoyed it.
Aaron Stewart – U11 A Captain

