Reading Expectations

   By the end of the year in form 6, we are aiming for the 

children to:

· Have developed a range of strategies for breaking down and decoding a variety of unfamiliar words.

· Be able to read a variety of genres with increasing fluency.

· Scan for a particular piece of information

· Be able to read questions and instructions

· Recall what has been read and predict what they think will happen.

· Understand the meaning of the text read.

· Determine key points

· Evaluate and criticise written text

· Develop expression and intonation

· Most of all, to have developed an enjoyment for the written word.

Reading

  Reading is a learned skill that needs to be taught: ‘Reading is not a natural activity, but a set of gradually acquired component skills learned independently, but later integrated and automated…  There is no single straight path to competence in reading…’

(Turner 1995)

What you need for reading

· Good eyesight and hearing which lead to good visual processing and the ability to learn about the sounds in words.

· Experience and knowledge of the world.

· Good language skills:


     -
a wide vocabulary


    -
mastery of grammatical constructions in spoken 



language


    -
good understanding of spoken language

· Awareness of concepts of print:



- directionality of words from left to right and 



moving from one line to the next.



- orientation of letters, which are easily confused,  



e.g.  B/d, u/n, m/w, t/f, p/q.



- the same letter in different forms, e.g. A, a



- sequence of letters and words, e.g. on/no, saw/was



-  Letter/sound links,. E.g. c = /k/ or /s/, ea as in seat, 


break, bread.


Normal development of reading

Many think that this is the way that children develop towards fluency in reading words, although we must always remember that each child is an individual and will develop at their own pace and in their own time.

They move through three phases.

1. Logographic– This is the earliest stage.  The children guess words based on a  few obvious visual features, e.g. a curvy m for McDonalds.  They recognise their own written names, letter sound links are not part of their reading knowledge and they can not read 

New words without being told what they are.

2. Alphabetic - this phase begins to develop as children learn letters and letter combinations are linked to sounds.  They begin to use letter - sound links and they can read new words by using this code.

3. Orthographic - this phase is reached when readers become familiar with groups of letters, such as tion and ology, words are recognised instantly and letter - sound combinations are used when words are unfamiliar.

All the children in form 6 are working towards this 3rd level and some have already reached it.

The 3 cue - system.

  As readers begin to build up a ‘bank’ of easily recognised words they can begin to use other prompts, clues or ‘cues’ in reading.

1. Grapho - phonic cues - letter/sound links: words are recognised from the letters on the page and are worked out phonically or read instantly as sight words.

2. Grammar cues - Knowledge about the structure or order of words in sentences helps readers to predict less familiar words, e.g. the two children… were playing with their toys.

  A good knowledge of language and grammar will enable the early or developing reader to predict that more than one child will be children even if it is a word not read before.

3. Meaning cues - The early and developing reader who has a good understanding of word meanings and who has access to a good vocabulary will bring these skills to read new words, e.g. They spent a f … on ice cream.  The good reader with a good vocabulary may easily predict from the context that the word beginning with f is fortune.

  Good readers will access all cues as appropriate.

Listening to reading

There are many different ways of listening to reading and enhancing the skills of the children.  The following are implemented in our classrooms and can be used at home too.

1. Paired reading - the child reads to a helper and the helper reads to the child.  They sometimes read together.  The reader decides who reads and when, by giving a pre - arranged signal such as tapping a pencil.


The reading is kept fluent and words unknown or stumbled over by the reader are supplied promptly by the helper.

2. Shared reading - this technique is very similar to the paired reading already mentioned.  The main difference is that the reader is only prompted along the right direction and takes more responsibility for reading the entire passage, with prompts and cues given by the listener.

3. Group reading– This method brings a small group of children together.  They each take turns to read from the same passage and are helped along the way by the other members of the group (and the teacher) who are all following along.  During these sessions, the children work together on aspects such as: intonation, expressions, dramatisations, understanding and prediction.  The children become confident in having a go at reading aloud and begin to think nothing of it.

Other reading chances.

The children are also heard to read throughout most lessons.

· A child may be asked to read a passage/ paragraph during introductions to lessons.

· They read questions and instructions to complete tasks set.

· They read out their own work, especially during creative writing.

Reading to children:

  Reading to children has many advantages, it:

· Gives practice in listening and concentration

· Models fluency, expression and intonation

· Extends vocabulary, imagination and knowledge of the world

· Develops a sense of sequence and anticipation

· Allows access to greater amount of literature

· Can inspire the children to want to read more and ask questions about books.

Individual reading

In form 6 the children are given a 40-minute slot, called rest, in which they read to themselves quietly.  It is during this time that they are also heard by a teacher or an assistant.

  In form 6 we use two schemes, story world bridges and oxford treetops.

  Story world bridges links the scheme used across both Ridge house and Form 7.  The books are a stepping-stone from a scheme to free reading.  There are 3 stages in this scheme, which help to develop the child’s confidence and fluency.  (an example of these books is on show for your interest.)

For those children who have attained a higher level, we use another scheme called oxford treetops.  This scheme is designed for all children with reading ages between 7 and 11.  In both the form 6 classrooms we have all the books in the scheme.  The books are all allocated levels and the children have each been placed on a level suitable for their ability.   The books are all free readers - just at differing levels.  

With children of this age, we must be careful that those who can read exceptionally well are not reading books that contain unsuitable content for their age and this scheme helps to eliminate that chance.

Parental involvement and help.

We encourage the children to read as much as possible and it is a great help to the children if they are heard at home as well as at school, especially during the holidays as this keeps the children ticking over.

A little often, is far better than every once in a while listening to chapter upon chapter.

Some helpful hints and tips:

· Take it slowly. If your child gets stuck on a word when reading aloud, encourage your child to read on to get the overall meaning 

· If your child makes a mistake, don't interrupt - allow time for your child to correct themselves 

· After reading talk about the story and the illustrations and ask questions 

· Read books that have been made into films or videos and talk about the differences between the two 

· Join a local library and borrow books for your child 

· Give books as presents. 

· Ask your child/children to read road signs when travelling.

· They could be in charge of the shopping list and tell you what you need to pick up.

· If your children are reluctant to read, offer them something they are truly interested in, even information books or comics.

· Praise your child for the effort and progress being made. It’s a magic ingredient.

· On some days take the pressure off the child and read to them.  

