Brockhurst and Marlston House Schools
Topics and Subjects covered in Form 7
Autumn Term

Dear Parents,

We are writing to tell you about the curriculum we have planned for this term. We hope that you find this letter informative and we look forward to your continued support.

English
In Form 7 the children have weekly English lessons in creative writing, reading comprehension, grammar, handwriting and spelling and dictation.  Creative writing is often based around a familiar story. The children have to re-tell events, describe characters, predict story endings and make up new adventures. They begin to use simple text books to learn how to answer comprehension questions correctly, both orally and in written form. Basic grammar to be covered this term will include sentence structure, capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, speech marks, commas in lists, nouns and adjectives. The children will also be encouraged to develop a more fluent cursive hand. They will have a weekly spelling and dictation test using phonically based and frequently used words. Readers will be heard regularly on an individual and group basis and the children will have an opportunity to borrow books from the class libraries. It is important to remember that the children are constantly reading to teachers during lessons via work sheets, text books and board work. Please try to hear your child read a little every day and practise their spellings at home to maintain the progress made whilst at school.
Maths
Maths is split into three main areas: mental maths, number work and topic work. 
The topics for this term will include measuring in cm’s and m’s, identifying 2D shapes and their properties and symmetry.
Number work will focus on numbers to 100 and beyond, number bonds to 10 and 20 – quick mental recall, addition and subtraction within 100 , counting forwards and backwards in 1’s, 2’s. 5’s and 10’s and beginning to understand the 2x, 5x, and 10x tables. They will also learn about simple fractions of shapes and numbers. Time tables testing will not begin until the spring term. 
The children will be given weekly maths homework. This will entail small sets of simple sums to be completed at home. The idea is that these should not be a challenging task but simply offer an opportunity to keep the brain busy and enable the children to develop their mental maths skills.

Science
The topic for this term is ‘Life Processes and Living Things’. We will be looking at living / non-living things, requirements for animal and plant life, changing seasons, diet and exercise, our senses and material properties. There will be many opportunities for experimentation and practice of important skills such as prediction, observation and recording.
Geography

The children will be taught to read and construct a variety of simple plans, symbols and maps. They will learn how to follow directions and describe journeys. They will also identify different types of transport and assess their impact on the environment.

History

The children will be learning about a variety of interesting historical figures, in chronological order, to get them used to the idea that life changes a great deal over time according to where you live and what job you do. We will start with Queen Elizabeth 2nd and work through Queen Elizabeth 1st, Louis Braille, Florence Nightingale, Guy Fawkes and Samuel Pepys. 

PSHE

This will be in action throughout the term, as problems arise and also as part of their general education. Children are encouraged to be good friends to others and to be polite and helpful at all times. We will also look at keeping in good physical shape through exercise and healthy eating.
R.S.
This term we shall look at the Creation story, Adam & Eve and Cain & Abel. We shall then be making a detailed study of Moses, considering and discussing issues such as hatred, anger, power, revenge and fairness and trying to learn from the good and bad experiences of the characters we meet. We will also concentrate on the Ten Commandments and, towards the end of term, the Christmas story.

Art

The children will take part in many activities, often based around topic work. Much of this will be displayed in the classrooms to provide a pleasant working environment of which the children can be proud. 

French
The children will learn about French geography and culture (capital, food and currency), greetings and good-byes, giving and asking for names, numbers 1-20 and giving and asking for ages.

I.T.
 The children will be introduced to the keyboard, learn how to log on to the school system and how to carry out basic word processing. They will also be shown how to save and print out their work.
We look forward to a busy and enjoyable term and welcome parents at any time to discuss their child’s learning. Please do come and see the children’s work on a regular basis as they are always keen to share what they have been doing!
Miss Julie Middleton                           Mrs Gemma Miller

       Mr Mark Templeman
