Spelling
We teach spelling in phonic families. Each family has a clue picture.

Eg:   or                              the fork family

         a – e                          the cake family

If a child asks for a spelling that has been covered in class we can remind them “It is in the cake family” etc.

We test the spellings in a dictation which uses the words in context.

There are also 5(or more) high frequency words to learn which go to build up a bank of words the child can spell and use in writing.

Now, how can you, as parents help?
Always use letter names when spelling.

Always use Look, Cover Write Check to help the children learn. This is a multi-sensory method of learning.

1 Look at the word  (Uses the eyes)

2 Say the letter names and the word  (Uses mouth and eyes)

3 Cover the word  

4 Write the word in joined writing  (Uses the hand and memory of sight and sound. It also establishes a motor memory)

5 Check the word

     6   Do it all again!

For those children with particular difficulties, write the word in the air or in another medium such as a blackboard, white board or sand tray. These are all methods of re-enforcement.

Do this as often as you can in a week, not just on Sunday nights!

