Form 1 History Autumn Term

Medieval Realms 1066 – 1500

Events of 1066
King Edward the Confessor 1042 – 1066

· Last of the West Saxon line of Kings. His father was Aethelred the Unready and his mother the Norman Princess Emma.

· He spent his early years in Normandy, spoke French, was taught by monks and grew accustomed to the Norman ways of life.

· His reign saw the growth of Norman influence in England: the Bishop of London was Robert of Jumieges, Norman Barons were given English estates and the wine merchants of Rouen had their own wharf in London.

· Edward’s interests lay in hunting, culture and church matters. His great achievement was the foundation of Westminster Abbey.

· The leading English nobles resented the French influence in the country.

· The most prominent English Baron was Godwin Earl of Wessex who controlled vast areas of land.

· In 1045 the king married Godwin’s daughter, Edith.

· 1051 Godwin refused to obey the King’s order to punish Dover for an insult to a visiting prince and he and his sons threatened Edward with armed force.

· Edward now had the opportunity to get rid of an over-mighty subject: Godwin and his family were forced into exile and Queen Edith was also put away.

· Edward now able to please himself, received the Duke of Normandy and promised him the Crown after his death. He also appointed Robert of Jumieges as Archbishop of Canterbury.

· The English nobles were unhappy at these decisions.

· 1052 Godwin returned with his son, Harold, bringing a large enough army as to make the King accept him. 

· Godwin and his sons regained their estates and returned to the royal court with Queen Edith. The Archbishop was deposed.

· The Norman influence in England was lessened as Godwin gained in power. Godwin died in 1053 and his son Harold became head of the family.

· Harold’s brothers also had vast lands and much power: Tostig controlled Northumbria, Gyrth - East Anglia and Leofwine the area around London. Harold took the title Earl of Wessex.

· Edward as he became old was glad to give his power to Harold whom he eventually named as his successor.

· The English approved this choice since Harold was a fine warrior, had fought two successful rebellions against the Welsh king Griffith ap Llewellyn and had restored peace in Northumberland having reduced his brother’s power there.

· Harold was therefore elected King by the Anglo-Saxon Council, the Witan or Witenagemot and was crowned in Westminster Abbey on the day after Edward the Confessor died.

Harold II, King 1066
· The reign of Harold Godwinson, son of Godwin lasted for only nine months.

· He had to face three attempts to invade and overthrow his kingdom.

1. Tostig, his brother who resented his loss of Northumbria.

2. Tostig and the Scandinavian warrior Harald Hardrada, King of Norway.

3. William, Duke of Normandy.

Form 1 History Notes, Autumn Term    www.schoolhistory.co.uk  online revision topics     

