Henry I, 1100 – 1135

· A strong and ruthless King.

· Gained two nicknames: The Lion of Justice, referring to his concern for order and his development of the judicial system and Beauclerc, referring to his encouragement of learning.

On becoming King, he acted wisely:

1. He promised to rule according to the laws of Edward the Confessor and William the Conqueror.

2. He imprisoned Ranulf Flambard.

3. He recalled Archbishop Anselm from exile.

4. He married the daughter of Malcolm III of Scotland, she bore an Anglo-Saxon name, Eadgyth, which he changed to Matilda.

Struggle with Robert:

· Robert invaded England, a truce was called, and Henry invaded Normandy.

· Finally Henry defeated and captured his brother at the Battle of Tinchebrai 1106, in Normandy. Henry’s hold over Normandy and England was secure and Robert remained in prison for 28 years.

· Henry often fought against Louis VI of France.

1114 Marriage of Henry’s daughter Matilda to the Emperor Henry V.

1120 his son William was drowned in the White Ship disaster. 

The Emperor Henry V died, Henry demanded that the leading churchmen and Barons should acknowledge Matilda as Queen.

Marriage of Matilda and Geoffrey Plantagenet of Anjou. This marriage was to guarantee a large inheritance to their son the future Henry II, who was to inherit England, Normandy and Anjou.

Advances in Government

1. Henry employed clever men to carry out his work and therefore his system of government was efficient.

2. His chief minister was Roger, Bishop of Salisbury, known as the Justiciar, who acted as the King’s deputy when he was away.

3. The office of Exchequer also originated at this time.

