Brockhurst and Marlston House Pre-Preparatory Department.

September 11th 2009

Dear Parents,
An enormous and heartfelt welcome to the Foundation Stage of Brockhurst and Marlston House Schools. This stage encompasses your child’s learning from the age of rising three to five and includes the Nursery and Reception classes.

This promises to be an exciting year of development and learning taking place in a beautiful setting and utilising a wide variety of teaching methods and resources. 

Our theme for the first half of the Autumn Term 2009 is ‘The Farm’. One of our exciting days will be taking the children to Bucklebury Farm Park to show farm animals and simple farm machinery first hand. We will use books, puzzles and games as well as our developing role play areas, computers and new library to compliment learning within this topic. Your children will have opportunities to write about farms using various styles including stories, poetry and non–fiction. For the younger children they will explore labelling pictures, colouring in and simple sentences. These are just a few examples of the wide variety of tasks your children will be joining in with.

We will use the topic to explore shape, number and mathematical concepts again drawing upon our interesting and educational resources such as counting games, Play Doh number stamps and Abacuses to name but a few.

As always we encourage the children to bring in interesting topic related items to share with us such as stories or leaflets about places they have visited. Show and Tell is every Monday morning and provides a lovely opportunity to share such items. If your child has had an eventful weekend and done something special such as a trip to the zoo or competed at an event, please also bring these in and share this with us. 
Some nursery children do not attend on Monday morning and this by no means excludes them from this wonderful time of sharing. If they have a related item or special news, please bring it on Tuesday morning and the teachers will find a time to share this with the child. 
We are trying to encourage show and tell as a special time to share special news or items. Please can you try to ensure your child only brings in objects such as this rather than their favourite toy. This may mean that not every child has something to show and tell every week but then when they do bring something in, it becomes a wonderful and more valuable experience.
All three rooms of the Foundation Unit have been rearranged over the holidays. The middle classroom has now become a library and I.T. room. We thank the leavers of Form 8, 2009, for their generous gift of the new library sofa. The I.T. room will enable small groups to come with a teacher to use the computers and develop skills such as mouse control, navigating web pages, word processing and enjoyment of computers. 
The Nursery and Reception rooms have been divided into designated zones that the children will be able to access in a calm manner to develop their learning further. These ‘zones’ include a writing area, a maths area, a creative area, a puzzling area, a quiet reading area, sand and water play, a malleable area (for Play Doh, mud, baked beans etc) and a construction and small world area. 

The children will be strongly encouraged to play sensibly and appropriately with the resources provided. The children will have opportunities to initiate their own learning by choosing how to use resources and putting into practise their knowledge through play. The activities provided will be carefully designed to allow the children to not only consolidate their learning but also continue to develop their learning. 

The children will play in small groups often with a teacher playing with them. In this scenario, the teacher plays a subordinate role to the children and uses their knowledge to encourage progression of play and development of games. The teacher may also be in a role of behaviour management when needed. It is crucial to us that during these periods of Child Initiated Learning, the children are well supervised and the play has purpose.

We will continue to have an ‘open door’ policy and look forward to meeting with you when you drop your children off and collect them. Please always come to us with any worries or concerns as well as letting us know when you feel something has gone well. Your positive and constructive feedback ensures we continue to develop the Foundation Stage appropriately.

We have always been very grateful for any parents who have come in to add another dimension to a topic. Parents have brought in motorbikes, gardening presentations, animals and campervans in the past. The children love this valuable input and if you ever feel you might be able to compliment an area of our teaching, please approach your child’s teacher and see if you can arrange a date to come in.
The school day for Nursery and Reception begins at 8.20 am and we really encourage the children to be in by 8.30 am for registration. We do however realise there may be occasions when things occur that mean this is not possible.  For Nursery, the morning session ends at 1pm and you can collect your children from the classroom. The afternoon session and Reception day ends at 3.20 pm. Nursery parents come into the classroom to collect their children whilst the Reception children are brought out to parents waiting in the chess set area.

We do have a breakfast club that runs from 8.00 am and after school club that runs until 5.50pm. If you have any queries regarding this, please see your child’s teacher.

As we embark upon this new academic year, we would like to take this opportunity to thank you as always for your generous support both with time and resources. At this young age, your child’s education is all about our close partnership with you and we greatly appreciate your backing.

Here’s to a fabulous year!

Kind regards

The Foundation Stage Teachers.

